Paralysis of the recurrent laryngeal nerve has been widely studied from the clinical, anatomical and experimental standpoints, but statistical investigation of the problem appears to have been largely neglected. In text-books on the subject it is stated that paralysis of the left nerve is much more common than paralysis of the right, due to Tables II. and III. show the frequency of paralysis of the right and left nerve in males and females respectively. It will be noted from the tables It is generally considered that primary fixation of the arytenoid joint is a rare occurrence. By Semon's Law, then, a paralysed cord in the early stage will be seen in the median line position, but later when the paralysis becomes complete, the cord moves outwards and occupies the cadaveric position.
In this country few cases have been recorded in which a paralysed cord was found to have moved from the median line to the cadaveric position, and in our series only one such case was observed. Perhaps, if all cases of laryngeal nerve paralysis were more closely followed up after the first examination, a change from the median line to the cadaveric position might be more often seen. 
